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Equine Industry in Kansas
• Ranch
• Cow calf
• Feedlot
• Pleasure
• Professional 

competition
– Cutting 
– Reining
– Rodeo
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Equine Infectious Disease in 2018
• Impact of infectious disease on equine use / industry

– Streptococcus equi subsp. equi
• Strangles outbreaks in 2017 
• KS and nationally

– EIA
• Serious issues in 2017-2018

– WNV
• Annual, unvaccinated individuals

– C. pseudotuberculosis
• Drought conditions

– EHV-1
• Group housing, stress

– Vesicular Stomatitis



Department of Clinical Sciences



Department of Clinical Sciences



Department of Clinical Sciences



Department of Clinical Sciences

Equine Strangles
• Streptococcus equi subsp. 

equi
• Major outbreaks in 2017
• Affected several properties in 

central and eastern KS.
• Complete course of outbreak 

> 6 months.
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S. equi Infection  
• Identify disease

– Fever, nasal d/c, swelling / abscess
• Minimize spread

– Separate sick, T > 101.5 F
• Avoid cross contamination
• Approximately 8 weeks / horse 

(best case)
• Complications

– Purpura
– Myositis
– Pneumonia
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• Feedlot horse
• Fever, nasal discharge, 

lethargy.
• Nasal swab, PCR pos. KSVDL
• Recovery at 4 weeks, one 

swab PCR neg.
• Interpretation ?
• Risk exposure to others. 
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• Unsanctioned horse 
racing

• Infectious disease risk
• Equine Infectious 

Anemia virus
• Piroplasmosis

– Babesia caballi
– Theileria equi
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• Unsanctioned racing
• Illegal medications
• Infectious disease

– Blood borne 
– Contact related
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• Horses and cattle are 
important to the state 
of Kansas.

• Awareness of needs of 
cattlemen to continue 
with their business. 

• Minimizing down time 
and risk of disease. 
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Equine Core Vaccines
• Rabies

– Cases occur annually
– Zoonotic risk

• EEE / WEE / WNV
– Seasonal
– Well protected with vac.
– Dx in KS in 2017

• Tetanus
– Annual booster
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• Horses are important for 
assistance in the cattle 
industry.

• Caretakers and owners 
should be aware of 
outbreaks and disease(s) 
that may negatively 
impact performance.  
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